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Lesson guidelines



1. (10 mins) 
Books closed

Ask the class to name all the different types of media they can think of (Newspapers, Magazines, Radio, TV, Internet), list these on the board.  Which do they think is best?  Which newspapers do they read?  What Radio, TV stations do they listen to/watch?  Why these?  What is the purpose of the media?  What “world” media do they know of? (CNN, BBC World Service, etc.).  Which ones do they think report accurately and without bias (explain if needed)?

2. (10 mins) 
Books open

Look at Viewpoint on Page 58.  Are they surprised at the rankings?  Why do some have more freedom?  What sort of governments do the various countries have?  Does this reflect in the freedom of the press?  Do they see the humour of the cartoon?  What do they think of the quote?  Answer the questions. Which gives more detailed “news” - magazines or newspapers?

3. (20 mins) 
Books open

Look at Word Power A, and do the exercise A. Go to Language Bank 13 and check they understand the meaning of each colloquialism.  Ask students to complete B1 (p. 58) and check as a class.  Give students an example of implying e.g. “I have a feeling that someone has a mobile phone switched on”.  You are not actually saying they have, just that you think they might.  Ask students for a couple of examples and then go to LB13 again to see the examples here.  Put in pairs to do exercise B2 (p.58) and then ask them for examples.  Discuss the questions in C as a class.  For C2, the media is also used for advertising, reviews of films, plays, music, obituaries etc.

4. (20 mins) 
Books open

Look at A in 2 Reading (p. 58). Ask the students to “scan” the text for this specific information. Elicit any difficult vocabulary and then ask them to read the second article. Again, check they understand any tricky vocabulary before answering the questions in B and C.  Make C2 a class discussion.

5. (10 mins) 
Books open

Start a discussion about current or well-known stories in the media.  Find a common one and ask them where they heard the story.  Does it vary depending on where the story was reported?  Did it vary between the various news methods, TV, Radio, Papers?  Which can they believe?  Look at the 4 questions in 3 – Speak Your Mind on Page 58 and discuss each as a class.

BREAK

6. (20 mins) 
Books open

Have a brief discussion about news stories that are not real – perhaps for April Fool’s day (do they have this in their country?) and also other stories they might have read which are not real.  Using the Teamwork Scenario on Page 117 split students into groups of three.  Read through the scenario with them and then tell them they are to create a story. Give them an example you’ve come up with. Each team will be judged on the most believable story which is not true.  Allow about 10 minutes for this before they are to read their headline and story to the class.  Class votes on headline.

7. (20 mins) 
Books open

Ask students to look at the two photos on Page 60 of the Watch and Listen.  What news story do they think these are from?  Answer the questions in A. Play the video from “Outfoxed” and ask students what they think of the clip, was it good television?  Was it over dramatic?  Was it biased in any way?  Now read the text under B and see if students agree with this.  Compare what they thought with the criticism and answer the questions under B.  Discuss C as a class, what is the general opinion?

8. (10 mins) 
Books open

Look at Speaking Strategies on Page 106.  Elicit an explanation for what “Transition Phrases” might be (moving “smoothly” from one topic to another).  Give a couple of examples.  Now ask for some quotes they know, why do they remember them?  Do quotes catch their attention?  Have the exercise completed.  

9. (20 mins) 
Books open

Ask students if they feel that anything should be allowed in the interests of a country and it’s protection?  What do they feel is wrong?  Why?  Split the class into 2 groups, try and group by opinions expressed during the discussions.  Read through 6 – Controversy and then give them about 10 minutes to prepare points/arguments for a TV debate.  Ask for a student to “chair” and help this student with questions to open and maintain the debate.  When both groups are ready start the debate!
BREAK

10. (5 mins) 
Books open


Go through the Idioms on Page 106.  Elicit possible meanings before completing the exercise.
11. (5 mins) 
Books closed

Ask students to name any books or films they have read or seen which deal with news, either believable or not.  (Orson Wells and America thinking the Martians had landed with War of the Worlds first reading on radio).  What other ones can they think of? 

12. (15 mins) 
Books open

Read through the Media Studies in English on Page 61.  They are to spend about 10 minutes working in pairs to prepare a short presentation on one of the two novels here as per the instructions.  They should practise using the “Transition phrases” where they can, as well as quotes and idioms.  Monitor and provide support. Swap the pairs around and have them present to each other with one pair presenting to the class.  Encourage students to ask questions.

13. (10 mins) 
Books open

Look at 9 – Further Discussion on Page 61.  Is “old news” worth reading about?  Which media do they trust?   Who/what was recently in the news? Why do they remember that story?  Split the class into four groups. Each group chooses a letter from A-D. The aim is to initiate, control, and maintain a discussion with the other groups on their chosen topic.
14. (5 mins) 
Books open

Spend any remaining time looking at 10 – Your Answer.  Ask the class the questions and generate a discussion.
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